The bone-anchored hearing aid: principal design and audiometric results.
The principle of the bone-anchored hearing aid (BAHA) is simple: sound vibrations are directly transmitted to the skull bone via a skin-penetrating titanium implant, and then are further transmitted to the cochlea, bypassing the middle ear. The present paper summarized the audiometric results from 122 patients with an average follow-up time of 5.6 years. When herein-suggested indications for treatment with the bone-anchored sound processor HC 300 are followed, the success rate is very high. The improved quality of life reported by the patients is a combination of improved quality of sound (warble tone threshold, speech reception threshold, and discrimination in noise), improved comfort, and relief from middle ear and ear canal disease occasioned by conventional hearing aids.